





we Love
PERFORMANCES.

see THe BesT
MOMENT.

LET'S WATCH THE SHOW ANP THEN
WE’LL TALK. IT HAS JUST BEGUN. I
PROMISEP MY NAMESAKE THAT I
WOULP WATCH CAREFULLY. AIN'T
THAT RIGHT, SAMON?




SHE REMINPEDP ME OF A FRIENP OF
MINE. BUT IT POESN’T MATTER. THE
PERFORMANCE WAS WONPERFUL.
HOW PO YOU LIKE IT, SAMONZ PO

YOU LIKE CELEBRATING
BIRTHDAYS 2

EXCUSE ME, HOW LONG
HAVE YOU BeeN
WORKING IN THE

THEATRE?Z

I... SINcE MY
CHILPHOOP.

I LIKE THEM VERY MUCH. ANP WE ARE
VERY PLEASED TO MEET SUCH A
WONPERFUL BOY. MY NAME IS FLAVIAN,
AND THIS IS VEIA ANP NIKA. AND,
JUDPGING BY THE PERFORMANCES,
WE CHOSE THE
RIGHT GIFT.

YES, I PO.
ANP YOU=z

AND THIS IS MY OTHER
GRANPSON, ALVIN.
HE CAME TO FAMAS LAST YEAR ANP
1S NOW STUPYING AT OUR UNIVERSITY.

I'VE HEARP A LOT
ABOUT YOU. Nice TO

MEET YOU.

1 "/ HOWEVER, I HAVE NEVER SEEN SUCH]
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\ N \\\\\

mg«.

CAN I sHoW
IT TOMY
FRIENDPSZ?

ANP THIS IS YOUR PAUGHTER,
RIGHTZ

YES, IT'S ME. MY PARENTS ALSO
TOLP ME A LOT ABOUT YOU. THANKS
FOR THE INVITATION. IT’S...

B ey YOUR FATHER WAS ONE OF MY BEST

BOPYGUARPS. I'M GLAP TO SEE YOU
LOOK 80 MUCH LIKE HIM ANP YOUR
MUM. ANP I KNOW THAT IT IS NOT ONLY
OUTWARPLY, BUT ALSO IN TALENTS.
HOW PO YOU LIKE FAMAS?Z?

IT IS SMOKY. BUT NICE. VERY...
UNUSUAL. We TRAVELLEPD A LOT.

CITIES. ANP THE HILLS ARE
INCREPIBLE.

I'M GLAP TO HEAR THAT YOU LIKE IT. T
WANT TO SAY THAT BOTH YOUR PARENTS
ANP YOU ARE VERY WELCOME GUESTS
HERE. S0 IF YOU NEEP ANYTHING IN THIS
CITY, JUST CONTACT ME.

THANK YOU VERY
MUCH




NOW YOUR PARENTS ANP I
WILL TALK BUSINESS. IF
YOU PON’T MIND, ALVIN WILL
SHOW YOU EVERYTHING

EXCLUSIVE TOUR
FOR GRANPPA’S

JUST PON’T FORGET
THE ALCOHOL

I HAVE NEVER HEARP OF
GRANPFATHER BEING $0 KINP TO
SOMEONE

I WOULP LIKE TO
INVITE YOU TO MY
OFFICE AGAIN.

YOU HAVEN'T EVEN
RECRUITEP ME AS SWEETL
AS YOU JUST RECRUITEP

WHISKEY, IF
pPossiBLE.

ACTUALLY, I SPOKE SINCERELY, WITHOUT ANY
HIPPEN OPINION. YOU THINK I'M SOMEHOW
SELFISH. WOULP YOU LIKE TO HAVE A PRINK?

WHAT PO YOU THINK?Z
PO YOU AGREE?

PRICE TOO

WELL, I

Lowz SHowep

: SOME BOOKS
FROM IT.

NO. IT'S OKAY. WE JUST
DETAIL. et WANT SOMETHING ELSE
BESIPES MONEY. ACCESS
!@ TO0 YOUR PRIVATE LIBRARY
* ON THE FIRST HILL. THE
ONE ABOUT WHICH You
TOLP FLAVIAN $0 MUCH
ANP WHICH YOU NEVER

IE WOULP LIKE TO SAY THA
THE CASE IS AMAZING ANP
INTERESTING. WE AGREE.

BUT FIRST WE WANT TO y

OTHER NUANCES IN MORE 4
%

rPU?ING OUR ACTIVITIES OUTSIPE OF

BUT WE WANT TO seE ALL
OF THEM. ESPECIALLY
THOSE ABOUT TROLLS.
FLAVIAN sAIP THAT YoU
TOLP HIM SOME STORIES
ABOUT THOSE WHO LIVeEP
HERE BEFORE FAMAS,
BUT THAT’S NOT ALL YOoU
HAVE, RIGHT?Z

I WILL ONLY
AGREE IF YOU
TELLME. T
PO NOT LIKE
ONE-SIPEP
FRANKNESS.

WHAT KINP OF SsPIeS
WouLP We BE IF We
TOLP EVERYTHING S0
EASILY?

FAMAS, WE HAVE COME ACROSS
SEVERAL REFERENCES TO THE OLP
TROLL CLANS ANP THEIR FEATURES.
HOWEVER, ALL THE INFORMATION IS

VERY CHAOTIC ANP JUST LIKE FICTION
WUN SOME PLACES. ANP WHERE CAN WE
LOOK FOR PRIMARY SOURCES, IF NOT
IN SUCH OLP BOOKS AS YOURS? ONCE

WE EVEN HAP A SPECIFIC CASE

WHERE WE HELPEP THE POLICE TO
EXPOSE A SACRIFICIAL SECT.

I've HEARP
ABOUT IT.

$0. IT WAS A VERY HIGH-PROFILE CASE.
ANP IT WAS S0 PANGEROUS THAT WE PIP
NOT &0 ALONE. MOREOVER, NIKA LIVEP
WITH OUR FRIENPS FOR SOME TIME ANP
IAS UNPER GREAT PROTECTION. ANP WHEN

WE FINALLY INTERROGATEDP THE PETAINEP
| LEAPER OF THAT SECT, HE SPAT ANP

LAUGHEP THAT WE, TROLLS, SHOULP BE
KILLED, AS HIS ANCESTORS PIP WITH OURS
IN THOSE PAYS. THIS IS WHAT HE REPEATED)

BUT NOTHING CONCRETE. BUT THERE

WERE MANY SUCH MESSAGES

THAT IT WOULP BE
NICE FOR US TO KNO
OUR OWN ORIGIN.

PURING OUR STAY IN FAMAS, WE WOULP LIKE TO LIVE NOT
IN A HOTEL BUT IN AN APARTMENT IN THE SAME AREA.
IF POSSIBLE. WE WILL FEEL MORE
COMFORTABLE THIS WAY.
IN APPITION, FLAVIAN

IT's NOT
A
PROBLEM
AT ALL.

I SeE. OKAY. YOU WILL Have
ACCESS TO THE LIBRARY. BUT)
ONLY IF YOU SUCCESSFULLY

SOLVE THE cAsE.

I WOULP TELL YOU NOT TO
COPY ANYTHING, BUT I KNow
THAT IT’S MEANINGLESS.
THANKS TO YOUR MEMORY.

WELL, IT USeEP TO BE
&Oo0p. IT JUST IMPROVED
A LOT THANKS TO THE
ETHEREUM YOU GAVE ME

PO YOU Have
ANY OTHER
WISHES?

THAT, IF IT WERE SOME KINP OF
CONTAGIOUS PISEASE, IT WOULP BE
SCARIER ANP MORE PANGEROUS, BUT AT
LEAST WE WOULP UNPERSTANP THAT IT
SPREAPS FROM THE CONTACT OF
CREATURES WITH EACH OTHER. BUT NO.
WE’'RE JUST FINPING THESE CORPSES,
WITH ALMOST NO LEAPS. ANP IT MIGHT
EVEN BE WORSE. AFTER ALL, IF YOU PON’'T
KNOW HOW IT SPREAPS, HOW CAN YOoU
STOP IT? BOTH THE POLICE ANP MY
BOPYGUARPS ARE COMBING LOOKING FOR
CLUES THAT COULP BE LINKEP TO THE

peap. - J

WHAT PO
YOU THINK
OF THIs,




WE HAVE ALREAPY INTERROGATEDP SEVERAL HUNPREP PEOPLE THA
COULP BE SOMEHOW CONNECTEP WITH THE PEAP ANP SEARCHEP
THEIR WORKPLACES ANP HOMES. 50 WHATZ NOTHING. THESE
PEOPLE PIP NOT LEAP ANY SPECIAL WAY OF LIFE THAT WAS
PIFFERENT FROM OTHERS, THEIR FAMILIES ARE THE SAME AS

EVERYONE ELSE, ANP THEIR MOST COMMON SECRETS WERE PEBTS
ANP APULTERY. I HAVE SOME SINKING FEELING. THE SITUATION
SOMEHOW REMINPS ME OF THAT OLP CONSPIRACY THAT YOu,
m FLAVIAN, HELPEP ME EXPOSE. WHEN A LOT OF PEOPLE AROUNP ME
| WEREA COUF, ANP I PIPN’T KNOW ABOUT IT FOR A VERY LONG TIME

ALTHOUGH I seeEMEP TO BE, ANP STILL
REMAIN, THE MOST INFLUENTIAL PERSON IN
THIS CITY. PAMN IT, I CREATEP IT! BUT AGAIN
SOMETHING SERIOUS HAPPENS WITHOUT MY
KNowLePGE. ANP I... ANP I'M GETTING OLP. I
FEEL IT VERY MUCH LATELY, PESPITE THE
POWERS THAT ETHEREUM APPS TO ME. I PO
UNPERSTAND THAT THANKS TO IT I CAN LIVE
FOR MANY MORE YEARS WITH A CLEAR MINP.
BUT.. I FEEL OLP AGE. IT HAS BEEN WITH
ME FOR SEVERAL YEARS NOW. THE HOLIPAYS
IN THIS HOUSE ARE STILL AS LOUP AS EVER,
You see.

MY WIFE IS NO LONGER YOUNG; HOWEVER, SHE
IS STILL VERY BEAUTIFUL. I HAVE A LOT OF
MONEY ANP A LOT OF ACCOMPLICES, I HAvVE

POWER. BUT I'M GETTING OLP. SOMEONE

COULP THINK THAT THE OLP ONE IS PEFINITELY

WEAK. ANP THE WEAK ARE ATTACKEPD. ALWAYS.

AND MY INTUITION TELLS ME THAT THIS MOULP
ON THE PEAP IS PART OF THE ATTACK ON ME.

ANP ON THE ORPER THAT I SET.




YOU HAVEN'T CHANGED MUCH SINCE ’ I KNOW. ANP I UNPERSTANP THAT I CAN EVEN

WE’LL PO EVERYTHING WE CAN. WE'LL START IN THE
BE WRONG. BUT I PON’T REALLY TRUST ANYONE

WE LAST MET, SAMON. NONE OF US IN FAMAS. THAT’S WHY T INVITED YOU. FLAVIAN, MORNING.
YOU HAVE ALWAYS BEEN HONEST. ALTHOUGH,
ARE GETTING ANY YOUNGER; THANKS TO YOUR INSIGHT, YOU COULP USE
HOWEVER, YOU CERTAINLY PON’T THOSE WHO WERE NEARBY. ANP YOU couLpP SINCE YOU TRUST US $0 MUCH, LET OUR

APARTMENT BE WITHOUT THOSE INEPT
LISTENERS BEHIND THE WALL. THEY ARE
80 LOUP THAT NIKA ANP I COULP HEAR
THEM EVEN WITHOUT INSTRUMENTS. ANP
NO ETHER BUGS, PLEASE. IT'S VERY

HAVE WHATEVER YOU WANT HERE IN THIS CITY,
ESPECIALLY AFTER THAT CONSPIRACY WAS
EXPOSED. BUT BOTH YOU AND VEIA CHOSE A

DIFFERENT PATH. AND YOU BOTH WORKED THE
WAY YOU WANTED. ANP THAT IS RESPECTFUL.
AND THIS INPICATES THAT EVEN THOUGH $0

MUCH TIME HAS PASSED, YOU CAN BE TRUSTED.
YOU WILL RECEIVE BOTH BOOKS AND MONEY.

JUST SOLVE THE CASE. ANP IF THERE'S MORG

BEHINP IT, PLEASE LET ME KNOW, 1

LOOK WEAK.

EXPENSIVE; THEY NEEP TO BE USEP
SOMEWHERE WHERE IT IS REALLY
NEEPEP. YOU CAN PONATE THEM TO US IF
YOoU HAVE MORE.

THESE ARE LENAR’S PEOPLE. I COULP NOT
OBJECT TO HIM WHEN HE OFFEREP THEM,

THE CITY. JUPGING BY HOW EASILY YOU

HEARP THEM, THESE GUYS ARE AT THE

LEVEL OF CAPETS. LET’S ASSUME THAT
THEY PIP NOT PASS THE FINAL EXAM.TEXT

S s I N
GRANPFATHER ALWAYS SAYS T;;T THIS IS ONE OF THE MOST INTERESTING HOUSES IN FAMAS ANP MAYBE IN THE WORLPD; ANP THAT'S EXACTLY HOW HE WANTEP TO BUILP IT.
HOWEVER, FRANKLY SPEAKING, MOST OF THE ROOMS HERE ARE POMPOUS ANP BORING. ALTHOUGH THERE ARE SOME INTERESTING ONES. ESPECIALLY THE ATTIC, AS THERE
IS A SMALL GREENHOUSE THAT MY GRANPMOTHER LOVEP. IT IS SOMETIMES PLEASANT TO SIT THERE, ALTHOUGH I WAS TOLP THAT THE ROOM USEP TO BE EVEN MORE
BEAUTIFUL WHEN MY GRANPMOTHER TOOK CARE OF THE PLANTS THERE. I PON'T KNOW IF YOU KNOW THAT MY GRANPMOTHER ANP SAMON GOT PIVORCEPD. SHE WAS HIS
SECONP WIFE. AFTER THE PIVORCE, GRANPMOTHER ANP HER SONS LEFT FAMAS, THEN THE ELPEST RETURNEP. MY FATHER, THE YOUNGEST SON, PIP NOT WANT TO
RETURN TO FAMAS. HE SAIP THAT IT WAS AN INSIPIOUS CITY. NEVERTHELESS, I THINK F;E COULP THINK S0 BEING UNPER THE INFLUENCE OF HIS MOTHER. BUT I CAME HERE. [
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( 0, NOT BECAUSE OF THAT. SAMON INVITEP. PESPITE EVERYTHING THAT THEY HAP WITH THE GRANPMOTHER, HE ALWAYS SENT GIFT5 T0 U5 FOR THe HOLIPAY$ ANP INVITEP US

TO FAMAS. ANP AT HOME IT WAS... NOT ALWAYS EASY ANP GOOP TO LIVE. THEREFORE, AT SOME POINT I PECIPEP TO MOVE. IT COST A FEW QUARRELS WITH MY PARENTS, BUT T
PECIPEP TO TRY. I RUSHEP HERE LAST FALL. I EVEN HAP TO FINP A NEW SCHOOL. I RECENTLY ENTEREP THE UNIVERSITY. FAMAS REALLY TURNEP OUT TO BE A PECULIAR CITY,
BUT... I LIKE IT HERE. ANP MY GRANPFATHER WAS GOOP TOO. HE IS FEAREP ANP RESPECTED; HOWEVER, HE TREATS HIS FAMILY WELL. IT CAN BE INTERESTING TO TALK WITH
HIM, ALTHOUGH HE POES NOT ALWAYS HAVE TIME FOR THIS. IT SEEMS TO ME THAT SAMON WOULP BE HAPPY IF ALL HIS CHILPREN ANP GRANPCHILPREN LIVEDP HERE. /

ly PGN'T ALL OF THEM
LIVE HERE? __ ] \( /i RN =
" NO, SOME HAVE SCATTERED AROUND THE WORLP. WHERE DID

\ YOU LIVE BEFQRE COMING HERE?

OH... I REMEMBER TWELVE OR THIRTEEN PIFFERENT CITIES ANP TOWNS WHERE WE
STAYEP FOR SEVERAL MONTHS. BUT MAYBE THERE WERE MORE. SOMETIMES WE LIVEP
SOMEWHERE FOR A FEW PAYS.

PARENTS ARE, BUT... WOW, THIS IS KINP OF WEIRP. PERHAPS IT'S INTERESTING, BUT I CAN'T
IMAGINE WHAT IT’S LIKE WHEN YOU MOVE ALL THE TIME.

WELL, THIS IS WHEN THERE ARE NO PERMANENT FRIENDS. ALSC, THERE ARE NO THE SAME TEACHERS. THUS, FOR THE MOST PART, YOU HAVE
TO STUPY ON YOUR OWN FROM TEXTBOOKS. MOREOVER, YOU CAN'T HAVE A LOT OF THINGS EITHER, AND EVERYTHING THAT BECOMES AT LEAST
A LITTLE UNNECESSARY IS THROWN AWAY. TO ALWAYS BE ABLE T BREAK AWAY. YOU 60T IT.

ANP... PO YOU LIKE THIS Il L

KINP OF LIFEZ. WELL, YOU PON'T KNOW WHAT IT’S LIKE TO BE MOVING ALL THE TIME. ANP T

PON’T KNOW HOW IT IS WHEN NOT. FOR EXAMPLE, FOR ME, IT IS SURPRISING |
THAT THERE ARE $0 MANY APULTS AT THE CHILPREN’S BIRTHPAY PARTY.

(]
(17
ANY HOLIPAY IN SAMON’S HOUSE IS AN OCCASION TO SOLVE A
LOT OF BUSINESS (ANP NOT ONLY) ISSUES. IN THE SPRING, MY
BIRTHPAY WAS SIMILAR TO THIS ONE. I PIPN’T EVEN KNOW HALF
OF THE GUESTS. BUT OVER TIME, YOU GET USEP TO THIS,
ESPECIALLY SINCE THERE ARE PARTIES HERE ABOUT EVERY
TWO WEEKS. IN GENERAL, THEY TOOK PLACE ON THE HILL
EVERY PAY, IN ONE OR ANOTHER ESTATE. THIS IS THE LOCAL
RHYTHM OF LIFE. SOMETIMES IT SEEMS TO ME THAT SAMON
HIMSELF IS ALREAPY TIREP OF THIS, BUT HE POES NOT KNow
HOW TO CELEBRATE MORE MOPESTLY. BY THE WAY, PO YOU WANT,
TO SEE GRANPMA’S GREENHOUSEZ MY COUSIN IS THERE WITH,
HER FRIENPS NOW. WE CAN JOIN THEM.
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AND WHO IS ITZ2 PO
YOU HAVE A NeW
GIRLFRIEND?Z

NEW GUEST. THIS IS
NIKA. ANDP THAT
PRUNKEN ROBOT IS

r
THIS IS HIS BROTHER

ALEXANPER.

Hey!1 )
BROUGHT
SOMEONE

&

( OH, THEN I
__GUESS You

THIS ONE.)B

WHOEVER WINS ALSO PRINKS. WELL, WE STILL PO PIFFERENT
TASKS.WE WILL EXPLAIN EVERYTHING TO YOU. JUST JOIN US.

{ WE’'RE PLAYING A GAME HERE... WHOEVER LOSES GETS TO PRINK.

(

ACTUALLY, SHE HAS SOME RULES ABOUT ALCOHOL. AFTER
ALL, I'M NOT ONE WHO WOULP REALLY LIKE TO MAKE

EXCUSES TO YOUR PAP IF WE GET YOU PRUNK. ANP EVEN

LESS WOULP LIKE TO EXPLAIN IT TO MY GRANPFATHER.

IT 16 DIFFICULT TO GET A TROLL |
PRUNK, HOWEVER. BECAUSE OF
MY AGE, MY PARENTS ARE

BIASED. HARP ALCOHOL IS NOT
ALLOWED: ANP YOU CAN'T MIX.

Y = ANP I NEEP TO KNOW WHAT’S IN

’ < THE BOTTLE. WELL, A FEW
MORE RULES THAT ARE BETTER,
NOT T VOICE.

OH, THE CIPER IS
FINE. THANK YOU.
WHAT’'S WITH THE
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THERE IS SOMETHING
GOING ON HERE THAT
WILL INTEREST YOU.

THAT'S WHAT YOU'RE

PAMN IT! THESE PAYS ARE SO LONG.
LENAR, PLEASE CHECK ARN’S WELL-
BEING. THE ELF WHO MET US. THIS
WAITER SMEARED HIM WITH HIS
SNOT IN THE MORNING. PARLING,
JUST GO WITH NIKA TO THE ROOM

AND ReLAX. T HAVE TO WORK A

LITTLE MORE NOW.
THIS 1S THE / Y '

WwAITER...




To Be Continued ...



